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  Chapter 1



  Being Slow about Ministry



  Many pastors are slow about advancing in their ministry. Sometimes they are slow in obeying the call of God. Perhaps, this is because many pastors have a phlegmatic temperament. Slowness is a very dangerous thing in the ministry. One of the determinants of our lives is the speed at which we move.


  What is the time according to God’s clock? There are three times that are running simultaneously. These are “my time”, “your time” and “the time”.


  Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready.


  John 7:6


  Take a look at your watch right now. In the natural that is your time. Take a look at some one else’s watch. That is his time. But what is the time?


  In real life, every watch has a slightly different time. My watch is usually set a few minutes fast to help me overcome the spirit of lateness. Other people have more accurate watches. This phenomenon gives rise to a multitude of different times for everyone.


  In the spirit realm, we all have different times. My time is different from your time. That is why Jesus said, “My time is not yet come but your time is always ready.”


  A few years ago, Princess Diana shocked the world by making a sudden and tragic exit. No one expected her to die when she did. No one expected her to die on the Sunday morning that she died.


  A week before she died, if you had asked me, “What is the time?” I would have said, “It is Sunday morning, and time for church”. If you had asked her the same question she would probably have answered, “It is another Sunday morning; and a few days before I go to be with my boyfriend in France”. But the time was actually seven days to her death. Unfortunately she didn’t know it.


  On the Saturday before she died, she was having dinner with her Egyptian boyfriend in Paris. If someone had asked you, “What time is it?” you might have said, “It is eight o’clock.” If someone had asked her she may have said, “It is Saturday night, and a time of lovemaking and dreaming of a better future.” But she was wrong; the real time for her was a couple of hours before the end. She was also one week closer to her funeral.


  “My time” speaks of where I am in the timetable of my life. “Your time”, speaks of where you are in the timetable of “your life”, and “the time”, speaks of where we are in God’s overall timetable.


  Unknown to many people, this earthly life is very time-related. Every instruction or opportunity is time-related. Hear this and hear it very well: every instruction that God has given to you has an invisible timer. A countdown begins the moment God speaks to you. The available time to perform that duty reduces with every passing hour. Many think they are just biding time and will take God seriously later. Do not be deceived! The expiry date of your grace period is fast approaching.


  Like I said, Princess Diana might have been planning for her wedding. What she didn’t know was that she was not far from the night of her exitus. She was oblivious to the fact that she was to be the subject of the largest funeral of all time. She didn’t know the time.


  Do you know the time? Do we know the time?


  If God has told you to do some work, the clock has begun to tick. A time will come when you will no longer be able to fulfil that instruction.


  Sometimes God speaks to you: “Finance my Kingdom.” Perhaps that comes along with a five-year period wherein you can obey Him. Perhaps He tells you: “Go out as a missionary.” Maybe that instruction has a ten-year lease. Some people spend eight years of that period doing other things and then in the last two years, attempt to obey God. But their time is almost up. Nothing effective can be done in the remaining two years.


  One day, God is going to remove the element of time from our lives. This has been prophesied in the book of Revelation where He swore that there would no longer be time. But until then, everything we have to do is very much related to a ticking clock.


  Dear Christian, if you think you have forever to please Him you are living in the highest kind of deception.


  And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:


  Revelation 10:6


  To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:


  Ecclesiastes 3:1


  I read a book in which the author said, “Write the books you intend to write and write them now.” He continued, “At another stage of your life, you will not write the same things you would have written then.” How true that is. Perhaps if I were to write the books I wrote some years ago now, I would not write them in the same way today.


  Five More Lives


  Once, my children were playing on their play station. There was this creature that was making its way through a jungle with all sorts of amazing traps and ambushes. Gigantic wheels would appear and roll over their player. Deep ridges would appear into which the player would fall. Eagles flew over trying to kill the player. As I watched, my son’s player was suddenly destroyed by a huge animal, which came from nowhere.


  Then I said, “Oh, sorry, that is the end of the game. You’ve lost your player.”


  But he answered “Oh, don’t worry I have five more lives. The game is not over at all.”


  The computer games of our world have deceived us into thinking that we have multiple lives. We have nothing but one life and one death. The clock is ticking and opportunities are passing by.


  There will even be a time when you will hear the Word of God but will not be able to repent. In the book of John, Jesus said, “Do not say that there are yet four months.” In other words do not give yourself extra time. This is the time of the harvest. It is time to respond now.


  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.


  John 4:35


  Gordon Lindsay, a man of God, who built Bible schools and churches in the sixties, wrote this powerful poem. It depicts the life of a young man who was offered the opportunity to get involved in the harvest. He procrastinated until he was too old to obey God. He never intended to disregard the call of God. But before he realized, his life was over. Read this poem by Gordon Lindsay. I believe it will bless your heart.


  "Sunrise and skies are fair. A day begins without a care! A day for joy! A day for leisure! A day for thrills! A day for pleasure! Youth is merry and young. Youth is gay. The great reaper is far away.


  But there is a call, ‘tis the master’s voice! I need you today, may I be your choice. A harvest is waiting and the fields are white. Will you join the reapers in the morning bright? Awake, oh youth, to the heavenly vision. Because multitudes, multitudes are in the valley of decision. The morning sun high above the earth!


  A cry of distress in the midst of mirth! Heathen are born and heathen are dying.


  Is there none to hear them crying? “Oh yes,” said the youth. Count me as one to help in this harvest till the day is done. Yet he lingered on for a little more fun.


  High sun, high noon; you’ll be hearing from me soon. I’ve married a wife, I’ve property to see; five yoke of oxen acquired by me. I’ll soon heed the call. I’ll join the band. Ready to give the reapers a hand, but he carried on. He had a bargain in hand.


  Afternoon sun and afternoon light, the golden ore hastened its flight. Conscience still hard memories daunted. Wealth, he had acquired, yet more was wanted. Many were the possessions he proudly flaunted; houses and barns, lands and farms, streams and ponds, stocks and bonds. Chickens and hogs, forest and logs, crops and flack, meadows and haystacks, orchards and berries, vineyards and cherries.


  Day was waxing, day was waning, still the rich man was entertaining for a sinister voice had spoken and said, ‘On with the fun, on with the dance. Go ahead and make merry while you have the chance. You’re a man of the times, you’re ten feet tall. He saw time yet for the call. So a little more jolly and a little more fun.’ And the hours slipped away until there were none.


  Sunrise to sun fall. The day was wasting on the western wall. Hands still busy with a thousand thing. As evening descends and curfew brings. The day had faded into twilight red. As multitudes hasten to join the dead.


  “I am ready”, “I am ready” said the man at last. But shaking hands could not hold fast. His hair unnoticed had turned to gray. Still he thought it was yesterday. Alas, harvest past, it was too late. To save those who had gone to a Christless grave.


  Where is the silver and where is the gold? Where are the possessions to another soul? Where are the sheep that grazed the hill? And where are the cattle that drank from the river? Where are the barns that were filled with plenty? And where are the thoroughbreds one hundred and twenty? Where are the heirlooms? Where are the treasures? Where is the laughter? Where are the pleasures? Where are the porters? Where is the wine? Where are the delicacies? And the dinners that are so fine?


  Sun sunk low. And night descended. The summer is gone, the harvest is ended. O for a chance for time extended!! A wasted life was never intended!! Sun fall and noon rise. What is left of the rich man’s prize? Go out to the valley to yonder hill, and see the marble standing still. Treasures were offered in heaven. But he took instead the cold reward of the unsaved dead!


  And what of us who live today? This is our home let us not stay!! A call to the harvest till it shall end. Work now, work fast, and reap my friend. New dawn and sunrise! Till the faithful the master will give the prize."


  


  Chapter 2



  Downplaying the Importance of Sacrifice



  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.


  1 Corinthians 1:18


  The religion that teaches people to sacrifice themselves will be the religion which has power. Today, ministers of the gospel have set aside the one thing that gives power to the church. Today, other religions are teaching their young men to give up their lives and sacrifice everything for their faith. It is Christianity that teaches you to take up your cross and sacrifice yourself. It is the founder of Christianity who sacrificed himself and showed everyone how it is done. And yet, pastors rarely preach about the cross, the sacrifice, the suffering, the losing and the dying that are an essential part of our faith. This is a great mistake and it has taken away the power from the church.


  Jesus said we should take up our cross and follow him. This speaks of sacrifice. Oh, how we sacrifice for other things. It is so sad that pastors today are earthly-minded.


  Don’t you see that a new gospel that teaches us to grasp at earthly things has replaced the words of Jesus.


  Thousands of people followed Jesus until he told then to drink his blood and eat his body. As soon as Jesus preached about sacrifice, his church reduced in size. But that is how to do the works of Jesus. To believe in the cross and all that it stands for.


  I believe that the preaching of the cross will be become popular again. The preaching of the cross is the preaching of the true Gospel. It is time to return to the cross. It is time to sing about the cross again.


  Today, Christians believe more in their earthly existence than their heavenly reward. If we were to pay the same price we pay for earthly things, perhaps the works of God would be done.


  I once spoke to a doctor and asked how many years he had studied medicine for. He answered; “about twenty two years.” I thought to myself, “is it not marvelous? Someone can spend twenty-two years of his life to acquire a profession he will use for another twenty years. But how many days of our lives in order to follow Jesus?” Unfortunately, we don’t really believe the ministry is something worth dying for.


  I always ask myself, “What is the difference between my ministry and that is of Christ?” Where are the healings? Where is the preaching and the teaching?


  If you want to follow Jesus you must believe in the reality of sacrifice. You must follow the example of Jesus and pay the high price God is asking of you. You must preach about the cross. You must take up your cross. You cannot sit in the bank and send people to the cross. It doesn’t work that way. You have to take up your cross and follow Jesus who took up His cross!


  


  Chapter 3



  Downplaying the Importance of Humility



  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN, ye shall not ENTER into the kingdom of heaven.


  Matthew 18:3


Pastors are often the opposite of children. It is a grave mistake because they cannot be taught anything any longer. Many pastors do not bother to listen to preaching messages. Most pastors would never respond to an altar call, no matter how much they needed the prayer. We are so conscious of ourselves and would not like to look foolish before anyone.


  Because pastors are so different from children, they are unable to enter various aspects of the Kingdom. Salvation is not the only thing that requires a childlike attitude. Childlikeness is required to enter every other department of the Kingdom of God. Many pastors do not say “Amen” when the preaching is going on. These pastors do not lift up their hands when the worship is going on.


  You will not enter a higher dimension of preaching or church growth because you refuse to be childlike. A child is ready to learn something new. A child believes that he doesn’t know everything. Children believe almost every fairy tale. But you believe almost nothing.


  I have had to be childlike to improve my preaching. I have constantly modified my style and approach to preaching. Initially my preaching was commonsensical because the person I understudied was a rational, common sense teacher. With time I realized that my people were more open to stirring, rousing and exciting preaching. I decided to learn how to do that as well. I had to learn this from those who were good at it.


  I had to be childlike and open to a completely different kind of ministry. When you are a rational, common sense preacher it is easy to look down on inspirational, emotional and encouraging speakers. With pride, you disdain them because they don’t seem to say much. There does not seem to be much substance in their many words. You think to yourself, “He does not have enough points or Scriptures.”


  Childlikeness in the ministry will enable you to learn from anyone including people below you and people you don’t respect. You will never look down on another man of God and consider him to be irrelevant. You will know that there is something to learn from everyone.


  I often learn something from every church I visit. Recently one of my branch churches had a special dress down outreach service and I thought it was an excellent idea. I decided to copy them immediately. I have no problem learning from my own sons in the ministry.


  Most of us are kept out of new dimensions of ministry because of our pride and self-importance. How could I be superior to another minister? Why would I be overconfident and develop an air of self-importance? This attitude keeps us from entering newer and higher dimensions of ministry.


  There was a time in my ministry; I didn’t minister the Spirit much. However there was a pastor who flowed in all kinds of weird manifestations of the Spirit. I was curious, I was childlike, and I wanted to learn as much as I could. I began to attend programmes where he was ministering. I also invited him to our church. I would watch in amazement as this pastor ministered under a peculiar anointing. Every kind of manifestation of the Spirit would take place. I once saw a lady moving on the floor like a snake!


  One day, this pastor was invited to another church and he ministered there for a few days. I later met the pastor who invited him. I was surprised at the derogatory remarks he made about this “minister of manifestations”. He confidently intimated that, “These manifestations take us nowhere and there is nothing to them.”


  But I wondered to myself, “Why is this pastor cutting himself away from something new?” We often cut ourselves away from new and higher dimensions of God’s Kingdom. No one knows it all. God has intentionally given bits of knowledge to different parts of His body. This is God’s design. It is intended to humble us. It is intended to make us need each other and ask each other for help.


  What can be more humbling than to have to ask someone for help? Because I had a childlike (learner’s) attitude towards the manifestations of the Spirit, I now minister and flow comfortably in that area.


  I remember when I wanted to go into the healing ministry. I prayed about it and asked the Lord what to do. The Lord pointed out a particular minister to me. He told me to follow him and I would receive the anointing to minister to the sick. As I began to listen to this minister’s tapes, I found them difficult to understand.


  My wife found them even more difficult to comprehend. Once, I said to myself, “What kind of preaching is this? No one could possibly understand it.” But I kept on listening to his tapes and following his ministry. As I humbled myself and continued, a day came when things began to fall in place. I suddenly understood what was going on and could follow the message. I would watch him minister and I would get blessed. I began to know what to do in the healing ministry. Gradually, I climbed into a very difficult but worthwhile dimension of ministry. What a humbling journey it is to enter into new dimensions of God’s Kingdom!


  Dear pastor, you may be kept out of many wonderful aspects of God’s Kingdom because you are not childlike. A child does not look at age, sex or background! A child simply receives! Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and He will lift you into new dimensions of ministry!


  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, THE SAME IS GREATEST in the kingdom of heaven.


  Matthew 18:4


  I once attended an international gathering of pastors of large churches. These were pastors of the largest churches in their countries. All the pastors had an air of importance around them. Most of us were preoccupied with ourselves and how successful we had been in our respective nations. I wondered to myself; who is the most successful pastor here? Who is the greatest?


  I sat by one American pastor who asked me about the income of my church. I hesitated. He then told me the income of his church. I did a quick calculation in my head and I realized that this pastor takes in one month what I take in a year. I became even more hesitant to declare the income of my church. It sounded too little to be true.


  Then another American mentioned how much he spent on television per hour. I realized that he paid for one hour what I paid for one year of TV broadcast. As we moved around the room chatting and making friends I would ask: “what is your church like?”


  One person would mention; “I have sixteen thousand members”, “I have twenty thousand members”, “I have eleven thousand members”. I tell you, I couldn’t find anybody with less than ten thousand members! I became intimidated as I walked among the ‘greats’ in ministry.


  Later on, I met these pastors at the Hilton Hotel of that city. Many of them were at ease in the environment of wealth. They had traveled first class and were very comfortable in a five star environment. Of course I was also happy to be there and made myself comfortable.


  Later that night, I thanked God for putting me amongst the greatest pastors on earth. Surely, I thought, I must now be one of the greatest pastors too.


  “This is the company I want to be in”, I mused. “And I am going to stay close to these wonderful and great men of God”.


  Later on, we attended the conference and when I arrived in the entrance lobby, the administrator walked up to me and stuck a badge with some little flowers on me. I looked at it and it said “V.I.P”.


  I thought to myself; “I am going higher with every passing minute.” I looked around to see whether other people had this same badge and I noticed that it was just a select few who had this badge. Those of us with the V.I.P. badges were escorted to the front rows of the hall. As I sat on the front row, I looked back and knew God had lifted me from the ranks and had promoted me.


  When I was finally leaving the conference, I was taken to the airport in a fantastic black, executive car. I felt like a president. Finally I knew that God had elevated me in the ministry. As I sat in the back of my car, I noticed all kinds of modern gadgets including a television. I pressed a few of the buttons and enjoyed the fancy gadgets in the car. I sat back, crossed my legs and enjoyed the ride to the airport. The car was like a large executive sitting room. Surely I had reached the heights of ministry and was rubbing shoulders with the greatest. I now had my confirmation that I was indeed one the greatest.


  It was years later that the Lord gave me a new understanding of who He considered to be great. The greatest amongst us is the most humble. Jesus never talked about the size of your church, the car you drive, or the money you have. The divine measurement of greatness is completely different from the earthly.


  Actually, the greatest pastor at that conference was the most humble amongst us. Unfortunately success and wealth are usually not bedfellows of humility. Most wealthy and successful people lose the humility they had. The greatest amongst us was not the one with the V.I.P. badge, but the most humble one at heart. Thank God that it is possible to be humanly great and also great in the eyes of God. We must strive for greatness in the sight of God.


  One day I sat with a group of my pastors. I told them, you may be greater than me in heaven. They laughed. “How could you say something like that?” They were so used to submitting to me and seeing me ahead of them.


  I asked them “Can you not imagine me serving you in heaven?”


  I told them; “Don’t be deceived by what you see on earth. The greatest amongst us is the most humble at heart”. The first shall be last and the last shall be first.


  


  


  Chapter 4



  Receiving Honour from Men



  How can ye believe, WHICH RECEIVE HONOUR ONE OF ANOTHER, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?


  John 5:44


  The “honour of man” is the single greatest influence on ministers apart from the Holy Spirit. The honour of man is simply the respect and admiration that comes from other men in society.


  Jesus made it clear that He did not receive respect and admiration from men. This means that He did not do anything because men would honour Him. He explained, “How can you believe which receive honour one from another?” In other words how can you flow with God when it is important for you to have the respect and the honour of men?


  I have discovered that the honour of men is the single most powerful determinant of what people do. Without knowing it, most of us have a group of human beings whose admiration and respect we crave. We long for them to approve of us and to admire our achievements. Our schooling, our spouses, our cars, houses, food, and our clothes are all designed to attract the credit of people around us. Just like the Holy Spirit, the honour of man is an invisible influence, but it is very real.


  Virtually every decision a ministry makes is a decision between following the Holy Spirit and following the honour of men.


  Let me give you seven examples:


  1. The honour of man will prevent you from becoming a pastor.


  When I became a pastor initially, there were not many pastors in town. It was not an honourable thing to become a pastor. I heard people ridiculing me for calling myself a pastor. The thoughts of people’s impressions of me could have kept me from obeying the call of God.


  2. The honour of man will prevent you from having a church.


  Having a church in the part of the city where our church is, was also challenging. It is situated at Korle Gonno, one of the deprived and difficult parts of Accra, Ghana. Who would want to come to church in such an area? The church building that we had acquired sat in the middle of a huge rubbish dump. Were we building a church to receive the admiration of men or were we building under the influence of the Holy Spirit?


  Many years ago when I became a Christian, I would not have joined the church I did if the honour and admiration of men had been important to me. The church I joined was started by a former drug addict who had not gone beyond class three in school. I once took my little sisters to that church and they could not contain their laughter for one and a half hours as they listened to amazing grammatical blunders. The church service was held in the corridor of the pastor’s father’s house. My elitist family and friends could not easily relate with such a church and such a pastor.


  Was I looking for the respect and admiration of the elitist community of Accra? Or was I looking to find the glory of God? I receive not honour from men.


  3. The honour of man will guide you to marry the wrong person.


  Amazingly, we seem to need the approval and endorsement of people in our little world for even a marriage partner. There are people who marry doctors because the community will admire the marriage partnership. What do people say and what does God say? What people say seems to be so strong that it has virtually taken control of men of God. Don’t forget what Jesus said: That which is highly esteemed in the sight of men is an abomination in the sight of God.


  And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is HIGHLY ESTEEMED among men is ABOMINATION in the sight of God.


  Luke 16:15


  Unfortunately, the honour of men which is so powerful in its influence, leads us to choose things which are an abomination to the Lord. Could it be that you put aside the will of God because you did not have the admiration of men? Perhaps you married an abomination because you sought the honour of men. Perhaps, in seeking for the admiration of men, you left the godly option and chose the wrong person. I receive not honour from men!


  4. The honour of man will stop you from preaching the right message.


  I would have changed the message I preached if I were looking for the honour of men. There are dignified messages that appeal to the intellect of the upper class and aristocratic community of my city. I could impress them with high-sounding words and secular teachings.


  Someone once said my preaching was too simple. I thought to myself, “Who was simpler than Christ? Even little children understand His teachings.” There are times people have even wondered whether I speak English properly because I don’t speak with a certain polished diction.


  I want to be like Paul who said:


  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.


  1 Corinthians 2:1-2


  I have stayed with the message of salvation and soul-winning. I know that I do not sound as impressive and dignified as some may want. But do I want to please God or do I want to please men? Paul said that if he pleased men, then he was not a servant of God.


  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.


  Galatians 1:10


  Notice that pleasing men actually conflicts with our service to God. Why would Paul say that if he pleased men then he could not be a servant of God? It is because pleasing men is often diametrically opposed to pleasing God.


  When I began to show my miracles services on TV, some of my church members appealed that I show only teaching services. They told me how some university lecturers were very impressed with my teaching services, and were worried that I would lose the respect and admiration of such noble people.


  “What will they think about you when they see you pouring oil on hundreds of people? What will they think when they see people falling down and screaming in the church service?” they asked me.


  Did people fall down and scream when Jesus ministered to them?


  And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, he came out of him.


  Mark 1:26


  Do I want to be like Jesus or do I want to be what the professor in the university wants me to be?


  Ministering to the sick is not possible when you love the honour of men. You will stay as far away as possible from that if you want the respect and admiration of the upper class of society. You see, the noble have surgeons and doctors ready to treat them in European and American hospitals. They don’t seek solutions in the church. When people stand to testify that they are healed of headaches and pain in the knees, the noble chuckle in disdain.


  One night, a medical doctor watched me minister to the sick on TV. He sent a message to me through a doctor who was a member of my church. He said, “Tell Dag that if he wants to heal the sick he should come right here to the ward. We have sarcomas, chondroblastomas, cancers of the knee, and many other wild diseases on the ward. Tell him this is where the action is. He should come here to perform his wonders.” This fellow made other condescending remarks about the ministry.


  Having worked on the ward before, I know what is there. I do know that spiritual healing looks ridiculous in the eyes of surgeons, physicians, paediatricians and obstetricians. The question is: “Do I care about looking foolish before such people? Do I care about being despised by my medical colleagues and fellow doctors? Whose respect and admiration do I want? Jesus Christ’s or Professor Big Stuff’s?” I receive not honour from men.


  5. The honour of man will prevent you from becoming a full-time minister.


  Being full-time in ministry would be impossible if I wanted the respect and admiration of men. My own father told me he could not imagine his son eating off the collection of church members.


  Let me ask you a question, “In the eyes of men, which is more honourable: living off the collections of the poor masses or living from the income of a surgeon? Which of these would win more admiration: Being a pastor of a church in a slum of Accra or being a gynaecologist in Manhattan?” I want to be like Jesus and I want to be able to say, “I receive not honour from men.”


  Perhaps, there are more gifted people with higher callings than myself. However, many of these callings were never fulfilled because men loved the admiration of other men. I receive not honour from men!


  But all their works they do for to be seen of men…


  Matthew 23:5


  6. The honour of man will make you acquire things you should not have.


  Perhaps you fear the scorn and disapproval of men. I tell you that if there is any one thing that guides us, it is this disease I call “seeking the honour of men”.


  The cars that we drive are often dictated by the honour of men. We have to drive cars with particular names. We sacrifice so much in order to have certain types of cars so that human beings would admire and endorse us.


  There was a time that I was afflicted by this disease. Without knowing it, I wanted to drive certain cars to make men respect me. I realized that I was looking for men’s admiration. Without knowing it, I wanted them to be in awe of my wealth and power. Like many pastors do, I unconsciously thought people would respect my ministry because of my car.


  As I grew up in the Lord, I didn’t want people to notice me as I passed by, much less notice the car that I drove. I receive not honour from men!


  7. The honour of man will prevent you from raising funds.


  I once had a meeting with some pastors and told them about a need to take up some special offerings. I told them to lay aside their dignity and to seriously exhort the people to give. I explained to them, “If you guys do not receive the offering seriously, it will greatly affect the plans we have for the ministry.”


  Some weeks later, I found out that some of the pastors had ignored my instructions. So I met them again to find out why they had not taken the offerings the way I taught them. It was then that I realized that many of these pastors were under the influence of the honour of man.


  Even though they were pastors, they were concerned about their reputation in the ministry. They did not want the congregation to think they were the kind who were into the ministry for money. They wanted to look good and dignified at all times. Because I am a full-time minister, I had already lost that dignified stance where I could distance myself from money issues.


  Many times, without knowing it, the honour of man has been the strongest influence on ministers. Why wouldn’t you want to stand on the corner of a street and preach? It is because you think you are a dignified pastor who is above the ranks of a zealous new convert. The church has shifted away from many practical things that yield tangible results. We don’t care if the great commission is not fulfilled, once we can keep the good name we think we have in society.


  Most pastors seem to want the approval and friendship of heads-of-state and government officials. Today friendship with presidents and politicians is used as a credential and stamp of approval. Have you noticed that Jesus never visited Herod or Pontius Pilate? He never sought to be friends with these secular authorities. How different we are today.


  Pastors travel from nation to nation, meeting one president after another. When we tell our congregations that we met the President of Milagabostal city, for instance, there is a thundering applause of approval. However, if we inform them that 15 converts were won in Potomanto village, there is a deafening silence, as the congregation doesn’t seem to understand what it means! Meanwhile, there is great rejoicing in Heaven over one soul that is saved. Which Bible verse says, “There is great rejoicing in Heaven over one president that is visited?” It seems we are not looking for the applause of Heaven but the applause of men.


  But all their works they do for TO BE SEEN OF MEN…


  Matthew 23:5


  The big ministries which could reach the remote villages and towns of our nations rarely spend any time, effort or money on these places.


  One day, I travelled to the north of Ghana for evangelism and church planting. I later discussed the trip with a pastor friend. When I mentioned that I had planted a church in that place, he sniggered and said, “You do well to plant churches in such places. As for me, I don’t go to such places.”


  I thought about his schedule. I realized that even though his ministry could afford to reach remote areas, it hardly did so. Perhaps God had not called him to such harvest fields. On the other hand, it is possible that God had called him, but he found it easier to work where men would recognize and endorse his ministry.


  Dear friend, it is easier to work in the cities where men can endorse your ministry. After all, no one sees you when you are in that village. Don’t forget that the honour of God is far more important than the approval and honour of men. I receive not honour from men!


  


  


  Chapter 5



  Ignoring the Words of Jesus



  Dear pastor, it is not enough to say that the words of Jesus are above all human words. It is not enough to separate the words of Jesus from other scriptures by red ink. It is not enough to assign the well-deserved honour to these timeless words. It is not enough to place the words of Jesus in a class of its own. We must read these words and teach them boldly.


  It is a mistake to ignore the words of Jesus, as the church is doing today. Pastors rarely preach from the gospels and therefore rarely preach about salvation. Pastors rarely mention some of the absolute statements that Jesus made. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the father but by me.” This is an absolute statement which cannot be explained away. Many pastors have reasons why they do not preach about salvation, heaven or hell today. But Jesus said, “It is better to give up your arm, your leg or your eye than to go into hell…” What are you going to do with this statement? You can either preach from these scriptures or you can choose to ignore them.


  Jesus said, “Anyone who comes after me must hate his father, his mother, his wife, his children, his brothers and sisters.” These are fantastic statements that have no equal. What are we going to do with them? Many are silent on the words of Jesus. These absolute and apparently extreme statements contain the power that is missing from the church today.


  The Words of Jesus or the Words of the Apostles


  Today, the church is more focussed on the letters of apostle Paul than the words of Jesus. But that is a mistake because the words of Christ are on a different level from the words of Paul. Remember that Paul was a sinner saved by Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ and Paul were not brothers. The words of Jesus are superior to the words of Peter, James, John and Paul.


  Paul, Peter, James and John were the servants of Christ. Although the words of Jesus are lumped together with the teachings of Paul and other prophets, they should be separated because they are truly the words of God. What Jesus said must be taken more seriously than what Paul or Peter said.


  Remember that Paul is not the second son of God. Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ. The Lord has used the writings of Paul to bless the church but these cannot substitute the words of the Son of God himself. All that Paul, Peter or James taught must be received in this context. They were apostles building on the foundation laid by Christ Jesus. The very fact that the Lord allowed other apostles to write should not become a snare to us. We must receive the writings of the other apostles but we must know the difference.


  Christ set the greatest example of teamwork and fruitfulness. He did not prevent others from ministering. He encouraged them and did not mind if people were greatly blessed by these apostles. However it is up to us not to fall or walk into deception, but to recognize the words of Jesus as the ultimate and final statements of truth. The words of Jesus must be the guiding post for all pastors. We must assess our ministries by the words of Jesus.


  The unique value of the words of Jesus must be recognized. The words of Jesus must be assigned the distinction and the commanding authority they deserve. As someone said, Jesus is the best teacher of His own religion.


  You will notice several different categories of Christ’s words:


  The conversations of Christ with His disciples.


  The brief miracle commands of Christ that brought healing to numerous sick bodies leave the reader in awe of the Saviour.


  The brief sentences from the Sermon on the Mount that stick in our memory.


  The classic parables of Jesus that seem to never lose the power to teach something new.


  The farewell speeches of Jesus recorded in the book of John.


  The rambling stories of Jesus are unforgettable and unrivalled.


  The prophecies of Jesus that are being fulfilled before our very eyes.


  No One Ever Spoke Like Jesus Christ


  … Never man spake like this man.


  John 7:46


  …What a Word is this!


  Luke 4:36


  The words of Jesus are the words of the Son of God. No other man ever spoke like He did. His words have outlasted any other words spoken by any other person.


  Even though Jesus was only thirty years old when He began to speak, it is obvious that His words were not the words of a young zealot trying to impress people. They were the most profound sayings ever known to man.


  Down through the centuries, men from all walks of life have commented on the uniqueness of the words of Jesus.


  Words are Important


  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.


  Matthew 12:36


  Jesus took a very high and unusual view of the value of words in general. Jesus taught that words would be used as a basis for judgment. There is nothing that appears more trivial to the ordinary man than a word. No, said Jesus, it does not end there, and it does not end ever. Words are not trivial. When they are called into existence they become living things which travel through time and space, doing good and evil; and they will confront us again at the last day.


  The influence of our words on our destiny will be extraordinary; “...for by thy words thou shalt be justified and by thy words, thou shall be condemned” (Matthew 12:37). Jesus taught that words were the unmistakable portrayal of a person.


  If the speaker be good, then his words are good, but if the speaker be evil, then they are inevitably evil. A man cannot alter the character of his words unless he first alters his own nature. For out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. Such was Christ’s concept of words, and such were His own words. They were the overflowings of His very heart.


  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.


  Matthew 12:34


  Five Reasons Why Jesus warned us to take His Words Seriously


  1.Jesus said that the eternal destiny of His hearers would depend on the attitude they assumed to His words.


  … the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.


  John 12:48


  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.


  Matthew 7:24-27


  The words of Jesus contain the marking scheme for our final judgment. What will we be judged about? What questions will we be asked on that great Day of Judgment? Jesus clearly outlined the basis for each one of our judgments. I know of no one who spoke with such clarity about life after death.


  I have studied anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, pharmacology, chemical pathology etc. None of these books even broach the subject of what will happen after death. None of these books commented on this terrifying question. The research of all scientists ends at the grave.


  The physicians arrive at a frontier they cannot cross. The philosophers reach the limits of their knowledge. The pathologist dissects the remains of the dead but cannot find out where the soul went. The professors stumble at the pertinent question of life after death. But not Jesus! He confidently describes the after-life with authority never seen before.


  2.Jesus declared that His words would outlast the created heavens and earth.


  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.


  Luke 21:33


  Poets and thinkers have sometimes boasted that their words would survive the most permanent works of man such as pyramids and monuments. But Jesus declared that His words would outlast the most stable works of God.


  3.Jesus said that attachment to His words was a sign of attachment to Himself.


  Jesus considered devotion to His words to be the test of discipleship. If you continue in my words then are you my disciples. You will know the truth and the truth will make you free.


  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;


  John 8:31


  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.


  John 14:23-24


  4.When Mary was seated at his feet listening to His Words, He declared that she was doing the one thing that was needful.


  But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her


  Luke 10:42


  5.Jesus said His words had the power to cleanse the heart.


  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you (John 15:3). Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. (John 8:51) It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life (John 6:63). Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. (John 6:68).


  Characteristics of the Words of Jesus


  1.The words of Jesus are absolute.


  The words of Jesus are often absolute that many have found them difficult to believe. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” He also said, “I am the door. I am the good shepherd. I am the light of the world. No one comes to the Father except by me.”


  Many of the words of Jesus appear to be extreme and are therefore ignored by a large number of believers. It is time to believe what Jesus said.


  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, THOU FOOL, SHALL BE IN DANGER OF HELL FIRE.


  Matthew 5:22


  2. The words of Jesus are simple.


  The words of Jesus are so simple that they are rarely forgotten. The words of Jesus were easily understood by common people.


  Once you hear either the sayings or the parables of Jesus, you rarely forget them. There have been many backslidden people who came back to God because they remembered their Sunday school Bible stories.


  … And the common people heard him gladly.


  Mark 12:37


  3.The words of Jesus are from God.


  I receive not honour from men.


  John 5:41


  The words of Jesus are from God and are about God. The words of Jesus are not influenced by men. It seemed He did not crave the approval of men; neither did He crave a large following. What He seemed to desire was to please His Father. Most speakers are influenced by their audience. Ex-presidents give speeches and are paid over a hundred thousand dollars per session. Obviously you would want to say things that impress and please your audiences. Not so with Jesus. He had no one to please except His father. Jesus did not even attempt to get the respect of men.


  4.The words of Jesus are about heaven and hell.


  “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”


  Luke 13:3


  What is heaven like? Is there a hell? Who will go to hell? What will happen to us after we die? Our depraved and corrupt world has its own answers for these questions. Our understanding of eternity, heaven, hell and final judgment is very deficient until we read the words of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the one who answers the questions about heaven and hell.


  5.The words of Jesus are anointed.


  The words of Jesus were so anointed that they changed the lives of those that heard them.


  … THE WORDS THAT I SPEAK UNTO YOU, THEY ARE SPIRIT, AND THEY ARE LIFE.


  John 6:63


  6. The words of Jesus are full of love.


  The words of Jesus contain great love and kindness. The words of Jesus do not teach people to kill, rape or murder anyone.


  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.


  Matthew 18:21-22


  What Others Said about the Words of Jesus


  For when we consider what a large number of sayings are recorded of - or at least attributed to - Him, it becomes most remarkable that in literal truth there is no reason why any of his word should ever pass away in the sense of becoming obsolete…contrast Jesus Christ with other thinkers of like antiquity. Even Plato, who though some four hundred years before Christ in point in time, was greatly in advance of him in respect of philosophic thought, is nowhere in this respect as compared with Christ. Read the Dialogues and see how enormous is the contrast with the gospels in respect of errors of all kinds, reaching even into absurdity in respect of reason, and to sayings; shocking to the moral sense, yet this is confessedly the highest level of human reason on the lines of spirituality when unaided by alleged revelation.


  G.J. Romanes


  After reading the doctrines of Plato, Socrates or Aristotle, we feel the specific difference between their words and Christ’s is the difference between an enquiry and a revelation.


  Joseph Parker


  For two thousand years, He [Jesus] has been the Light of the World and His words have not passed away.


  Morris


  His [Jesus] words were so completely parts and utterances of himself, that they had no meaning as abstract statements of truth uttered by him as a divine oracle of prophet. Take away himself as the primary (though not the ultimate) subject to every statement and they all fall to pieces.


  F.J.A. Hort


  But Jesus’ words and acts are impressively integral and we trust those sayings we judge to be authentically his as revelatory of his person. When Jesus uses the personal pronoun ‘I’ (‘but I say to you amen, I say to you’) he stands and backs every word with personal fidelity and personal intentionality. If his words and acts are messianic in character, it is because he intends them to be, and if he intends them to be, then he is thinking of himself in messianic terms.


  Gruenler


  Christ’s words are of permanent value because of his person; they endure because he endures.


  Thomas


  Statistically speaking, the gospels are the greatest literature ever written. They are read by more people, quoted by more authors, translated into more tongues, represented in more art, set to more music, than any other book or books written by any man in any century in any land. They are read more, quoted more, believed more and translated more because they are the greatest words ever spoken. And where is their greatness? Their greatness lies in their pure, lucid spirituality in dealing clearly, definitively, and authoritatively with the great problems that throb in the human breast; namely who is God? Does He love me? What should I do to please him? How does He look at my sin? How can I be forgiven? Where will I go when I die? How must I treat others? No other man’s words have the appeal of Jesus’ words because no other man can answer those fundamental human questions as Jesus answered them. They are the kind of words and answers we would expect God to give, and we who believe in Jesus’ deity have no problem as to why these words came from his mouth.


  Bernard Ramm


  Never did the speaker seek to stand more utterly alone than when He uttered His majestic utterance. Never did it seem more improbable that it should be fulfilled. But as we look across the centuries we see how it has been realized. His words have passed into law, they have passed into doctrines, they have passed into proverbs, they have passed into consolations, but they have never ‘passed away’. What human teacher ever dared to claim an eternity for his words?


  Maclean


  No revolution that has ever taken place in society can be compared to that which has been produced by the words of Jesus.


  Mark Hopkins


  Christ’s message is inexhaustible. Each generation finds it new and exciting.


  Thomas


  How was it that a carpenter, of no special training, ignorant of the culture and learning of the Greeks, born of a people whose great teachers were narrow, sour, intolerant pedantic legalists, was the supreme religious teacher the world has known, whose supremacy here makes him the most important figure in the world’s history?


  W.S. Peake


  Though without formal rabbinical training, he showed no timidity of self-consciousness, no hesitation as to what he felt to be truth. Without any thought of himself or his audience, he spoke out fearlessly on every occasion, utterly heedless of the consequences to himself, and only concerned for truth and the delivery of his father’s message. The power of his teaching was also deeply felt. “His word was with power” (Luke 4:32). The spiritual force of his personality expressed itself in his utterances and held his hearers in its enthralling grasp. And so we are not surprised to read of the impression of uniqueness made by him. “…never man spake like him” (John 7:46). The simplicity and charm and yet the depth, the directness, the universality, and the truth of his teachings made a deep mark on his hearers, and elicited the conviction that they were in the presence of a teacher such as man had never seen before.


  Griffith Thomas


  


  Chapter 6



  Becoming Disconnected from God



  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that ABIDETH IN ME, and I IN HIM, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.


  John 15:5


  Any fruit you will every bear will be as a result of your close connection to God. Staying connected to Jesus is the master key to bearing much fruit. Human effort can never substitute the power of being deeply connected to Jesus. The fruit you bear is a result of your connection to God. Without walking in the ways and words of Jesus, you cannot bear fruit. Without the connection to Jesus and the Father, there will be little fruit. The fruit that a pastor bears is therefore a sign of his connection to the vine.


  A study of the vineyards of Palestine shows that some of the vines did not bear much fruit. They were vines alright but the connection to the roots was not deep and therefore they did not bear fruit. The fruit you bear is a reflection of the connection between you, the Father and Jesus.


  By inference we could say that people who have no fruit are not connected to Him. Without Him you can do nothing. Everybody knows that! That means that people who are doing nothing are probably without Him.


  One of the important things for a pastor to do is to develop the art of staying close to God.


  …for without me ye can do nothing.


  John 15:5b


  When Jesus was saying that without me you can do nothing, He was saying that without being spiritual, you cannot succeed in this life and you can do nothing. It may seem like some people achieve a lot without Him, but it is not so. “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it” (Psalm 127:1).


  Compare the Men of Babel with Abraham


  Comparing the men of Babel gives tremendous insight to the concept of achievement. The men of Babel desired a great name but it was Abraham who got the great name. The men of Babel wanted to get to heaven but it was Abraham who got to heaven. It seems that a portion of heaven is even named after him - Abraham’s bosom.


  The story of the tower of Babel is a good example of men coming together to achieve something for themselves. They said let us build something for ourselves. Let us make a name for ourselves. Let us prevent ourselves from being scattered. God was not in their thoughts. They depended on the power of unity rather than on the power of God.


  And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us A NAME, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.


  Genesis 11:4


  But without God, all their human efforts ended in confusion and fragmentation. Similarly all the efforts we make without God will end in confusion and scattering.


  Many attempts to be happily married have ended in confusion and scattering. Divorce is the separation of families. Many attempts to be rich have ended in confusion. Many attempts at higher education and higher achievement have not brought the happiness men expected. The result has often been confusion and despair.


  Who can do these things for us? Only the Lord can. Jesus said that we could do nothing without him.


  Just a few verses after the unfortunate story of the men of Babel is the story of Abraham. Abraham lived a life of obedience to God. He did not try to achieve anything for himself. God told him, I will make you a great nation and I will bless you and make your name great.


  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:


  Genesis 12:2


  Isn’t it amazing that all the goals of the men of Babel were given freely to Abraham? Abraham accomplished all the goals of the men of Babel. His achievements were only because he trusted God. Today, Abraham’s name is great. Everyone in the world has heard of Abraham, including those in the most remote corners of Ghana.


  Six thousand years later, Abraham has a great nation in Israel and the men of Babel have nothing! We all know that Abraham is in heaven because of the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man. What a mighty God we serve. He is able to accomplish more than we can think or imagine. A life lived in obedience and faith towards God cannot be compared to a life of strenuous human efforts for self establishment.


  That is why I am in the ministry, I am serving the Lord, I am obeying Him and I am living for Him. All I have is what He gives me. All I do is what I do with Him. Without Him I do not even want to live.


  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, AND IS WITHERED; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.


  John 15:6


  Jesus told us that when we do not abide in him He will cast us off and we will wither. ‘To wither’ means “to decline, to shrink,” and “to be lowered in rank.” Look out for shrinking, declining and withering in your ministry.


  “To wither” also means “to decrease, to be lowered in rank” and “to be downgraded.”


  Sometimes a weakening and declining ministry is a result of disconnection from Jesus. Once the branch is disconnected from the vine, the withering begins. It is your duty to press close to the vine.


  Stay connected to God! Press hard to stay close and to be intimate with God. God is always doing a new thing. Perhaps the Lord moved on long ago and you have been left behind. This may be the explanation for the decline and the downgrading of your ministry.


  I once saw an amazing picture. It was the picture of a bridge over dry ground. Believe it or not the river had moved from under the bridge. This river had moved to the side of the bridge. Because of this, the bridge no longer passed over water but over dry land. This had happened because of a severe flood. After the floodwaters dropped, the river had amazingly shifted! “What would they do now that the river has shifted?” Would they still use the old bridge? I have outlined below a few of the possibilities.


  1.You could say that we invested a lot of money in this bridge and therefore we are not going to abandon it now.


  2.You could say, “This bridge has worked for us from the beginning and we don’t see why it will not work now”.


  3.“We have sentimental and emotional feelings for this bridge and cannot bring ourselves to abandoning it”.


  4.You could also say, “This is the way we’ve done it all these years and we are going to be faithful to our original bridge”.


  5.“We don’t have enough money to build a new one.”


  6.I am sure some would say, “It will take too much to start something new.”


  Dear pastor, wake up to the realities. Things have changed! If you do not accept the fact that the river has moved and decide to build a new bridge, the usefulness of your bridge will decline. There will be no one walking on your bridge anymore.


  Your ministry is like that bridge. Many souls walked on it onto salvation because then, it was relevant. Your bridge is connected to the right spots on the ground. But when your bridge is no longer connected to the right spot, people will not need it anymore. The number of people who cross the bridge will decline.


  Oh, how many ministries and Men of God wither because of this? Often it is not the presence of sin in their lives. Often pastors are simply not connected to God and not abiding in Christ. They are not learning the new things that God is doing. They are disconnected from the current move of God.


  


  Chapter 7



  Choosing to Bear Few Fruits



  Herein is my father glorified, THAT YE BEAR MUCH FRUIT; so shall ye be my disciples.


  John 15:8


  Bearing fruit is one of the most important things for you and I to do. All through the bible, God’s servants are encouraged to bear fruit worthy of the investment God has made in us. Even ordinary Christians are told to bear fruit. God is glorified through the fruit we bear. The more fruit we bear, the more we bring glory to the father.


  Sometimes, you wonder what pastors are looking for in the ministry. There are pastors who leave their place of fruitfulness and travel to countries where there is no one to preach to. There are many pastors who have only forty members in their European churches but could have had a thousand members in Africa. But they chose to live in Europe and bear only forty fruits. Sometimes, the desire in pastors is not a desire to bear fruit but the desire to live in Europe or America. What do we want? To bear fruit and glorify God or to live in the western world? As ministers of the gospels have made the terrible mistake of choosing to live in certain places rather than bearing fruit, the poor regions of the world have been sold out to other religions. This is why choosing to bear little fruit is one of the top ten mistakes of ministers today. Are you looking for a European address or are you looking for fruit? Are you looking for an American Green Card or are you looking for fruit?


  Some pastors are not happy to bear much fruit if they are doing it under the banner of someone else’s ministry. I have watched as ministers have left the place of fruitfulness and moved into the deserts of ministry. Often it is more important for them to be independent than to be fruitful. But it should be the desire of every minister to bear much fruit. Unfortunately the desire for money, position and fame is not compatible with the desire for fruitfulness. Are you looking for independence or are you looking for fruit?


  There are times ministers of the gospel have to choose between preaching to rich congregations or poorer congregations. Often, there are many more people to evangelise in poverty-stricken regions of the world. In these poverty-stricken regions, there is little money to be earned by a preacher. Are you looking for money or are you looking for fruit?


  Fruitfulness must be on top of the agenda of every true man of God. Always ask yourself; what can I do to bear more fruit than I am already bearing. This is the reason why I want to have more churches. This is the reason I constantly press for church growth. That is why I write more books and preach as much as I do. I am striving for fruitfulness. I know that “Herein is the Father glorified…”


  


  God placed the desire for fruitfulness in my heart. I have prayed for years that I would be fruitful.


  For a brief period, I lived in England. Often, I was home alone and had a lot of time to pray. I always remember one rainy night when I walked up and down the road praying for fruitfulness. There are times you particularly remember your prayers because in that moment, you connected to heaven in a special way.


  That night, I believe I connected to Heaven in a special way. I had one cry on my heart, “Lord make me fruitful.” I was only twenty years old then but God heard my prayer and many years later, I see much fruit around me. But it is still not enough, I want to bring more glory to the Father by bearing even more fruit.


  Unfortunately we have replaced God’s explanation of what glorifies Him with our definition of what glorifies Him. One day a brother came from the university campus with “good news”. He said, “God is being glorified on campus, the Spirit is moving.”


  I was very interested to know what was happening so I asked, “Really, what is happening?”


  With a broad smile he answered, “Many students have passed their exams!”


  This brother had equated the passing of exams to the move of the Spirit of God. I explained to him that the passing of exams was a great thing but the indicator of the move of God was when people were saved and gifts of the Spirit manifested.


  When our desires are met, we think God is being glorified. The hymn is sung “‘To God be the glory great things He has done”. Today, a new car or a new house means God is glorified.


  When weddings take place we like to sing to the glory of God. The parents of the bride and groom will say, “God has glorified Himself today”. The bride will say, “God has brought glory to His name.”


  Dear sister, I am sure there was glory at your wedding. But Jesus said He would be glorified when you bear much fruit.


  Herein is my Father glorified, THAT YE BEAR MUCH FRUIT; so shall ye be my disciples.


  John 15:8


  


  Chapter 8



  Having Wrong Priorities



  The priorities of Jesus are revealed in the Gospels. Whenever Jesus used the word “FIRST”, He was teaching us that there were some things that had priority over others. You will notice from the Scriptures below how Jesus commanded us to do certain things before others.


  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; FIRST BE RECONCILED to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.


  Matthew 5:23-24


  But SEEK YE FIRST the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.


  Matthew 6:33


  And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, FIRST CAST OUT THE BEAM OUT OF THINE OWN EYE; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.


  Matthew 7:3-5


  Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he FIRST BIND THE STRONG MAN? and then he will spoil his house.


  Matthew 12:29


  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.


  Matthew 22:37-38


  Thou blind Pharisee, CLEANSE FIRST THAT WHICH IS WITHIN the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.


  Matthew 23:26


  The priorities of Jesus are stated throughout the Gospels. When you are a sinner you basically choose between good and evil. As you grow in the Lord you begin to have more options. Your choices are no longer just between good and evil, but between good and good.


  In terms of what to do there will be several good things to choose from. When you get to that point it is important that you understand the concept of priorities. Which one should I do first?


  It is interesting to know the number of things Jesus said should be done first. The Scriptures above give examples of things that Jesus said should be done first. When something that is supposed to be done second is done first, many things go wrong.


  Wrong Priorities Lead to Death


  I was recently in an African country where my host took me to a cemetery. I was amazed at the fresh graves that were gradually filling every space. At a dinner with another pastor friend, he gave me an incredible account of the number of funerals that he was conducting in his city. He told us that they had had so many funerals that pastors no longer conducted funeral services. Cell leaders had taken over this duty.


  I listened in amazement. He went on and described how they no longer buried people lying down because there was no space in the cemetery. He described how they buried them vertically, standing up! I thought to myself, “In such a situation do you say, “Rest in peace,” or “Stand in peace?”


  What was the cause of this unprecedented wave of death? Why were so many people dying? The answer was simple: the second thing had come before the first thing. Sex had come before marriage. When marriage comes before sex, these things ideally do not occur. Sex is supposed to be experienced only after marriage. In that country, sex is an experience occurring largely outside the context of marriage. This is just one example of how many complicated problems occur because priorities get mixed up.


  Wrong Priorities Will Kill Your Ministry


  There are many ministries which have wrong priorities. For instance, it is more important for your church to acquire its own building than it is for you to have a nice car. Many pastors have lost their ministries because they did not build the church when they could have. They were doing all sorts of other things and ended up poor and homeless.


  Many ministers jump at the opportunity of being invited to preach in other countries. Every pastor is excited at the idea of receiving an honorarium. You need to see the building of your own church as a priority. You can run around from church to church, but if you do not build your own church you will end up poor and homeless. You will say God did not look after you and the ministry was not worth following.


  Many ministers give priority to rich people, businessmen and powerful politicians. They set aside the young men, the children and the poor. Often, something that is given second place is never really attended to. Because young people are not given priority, their church dies quickly from the stiffness and the tradition of those who have been deemed as important. Young people then usually fall away from God or join other churches. One day they may ask, “Where do you get all your wonderful leaders from? How come we do not have such people in our church?” You don’t have such people in your church because you never invested in them. They have never been a priority to you.


  


  Chapter 9



  Turning Into a Pharisee



  And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.


  Matthew 23:6-7


  This is one of the top mistakes that ministers make after they have served God for some years. It is easy to become a Pharisee after you have been in the ministry for some time. Unfortunately, the church today has become very similar to the Pharisees Christ encountered when He ministered on earth. Pastors today have developed many of the characteristics of Pharisees and Sadducees.


  I never knew that where a pastor sat was so important! My first encounter with this Pharisee attitude was when a great healing evangelist visited Ghana. I noticed the politics that surrounded “who sits where”. It was very important for people to be seated in front and on stage.


  I myself really wanted to be on stage, where the action was. I witnessed a regrettable incident, in which a very senior pastor had taken his seat in the front row. Suddenly, the host pastor and one of the healing evangelist’s associates came up and pointed to him and said, “You, move.” This senior minister was shocked as he was moved to the second row, to sit by me. I felt very sad about this.


  On another occasion, a great man of God visited us in Ghana. This was another huge event where thousands were in attendance. We had invited all the great pastors of our nation to be at the programme. No matter how I tried, it seemed I would offend somebody. One of the pastors was deeply offended that I would put him on the second row whilst others he felt were junior to him were on the first row. Because of this, he shunned the rest of the programme.


  Nowadays, whenever I have such programmes, I am always scared that I will offend somebody. I try my best to treat everyone with the greatest dignity and respect. But there always seems to be some problem. Can you believe that my greatest headache when organizing a crusade is not the counselling of the new converts but the seating arrangement of the bigwig pastors?


  One day, whilst discussing how to organize another big event, I said to my fellow organizer, “I have a bright idea, why don’t we have a stage without any seats so that everyone sits in the congregation?” We tried to implement this plan but it just wouldn’t work. We ended up overcrowding our stage with so many chairs so that no one would be offended! Even then, our struggle wasn’t over. Who was going to sit on the first row?


  Dear friend, what is important is not where we sit. The greatest in Heaven is the servant and not the most outwardly impressive pastor.


  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.


  Matthew 23:11-12


  Once, I met with a group of young men and ladies who wanted to be pastors. I asked them, “Why do you want to be pastors?” None of them gave a satisfactory answer. It seemed they just wanted to be appointed as pastors. I asked them, “Have you become like the Pharisees? Is it the greetings in the public places that you love? You just want people to call you ‘Pastor’.”


  Instead of loving God and loving His people, we love the acclamation which comes with the ministry. Mercy forever! I do not write this because I am any different. I am as guilty as any one else. May God help us all!


  Ministers are unknowingly prey to pride, insecurity, and the fear of man. Without knowing it, our greatest influence in our lives is not the Holy Spirit. Other evil spirits have taken over and are turning pastors into Pharisees. You can examine each of the points below and see whether you have unknowingly turned into a Pharisee pastor.


  Twenty-Five Signs that You Have Become a Pharisee


  1.Pharisee pastors love positions and titles.


  They love to sit at the head table at church dinners, basking in the most prominent positions, preening in the radiance of public flattery, receiving honorary degrees, getting called ‘Doctor’ and ‘Reverend.’ Don’t let people do that to you, put you on a pedestal like that. You all have a single Teacher, and you are all classmates.


  Matthew 23:6-8 (The Message)


  2.Pharisee pastors are hypocrites.


  In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.


  Luke 12:1


  3.Pharisee pastors are spiritually blind.


  Let them alone:they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.


  Matthew 15:14


  4.A Pharisee pastor is very critical of others in small matters.


  But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day.


  Matthew 12:2


  5.Pharisee pastors are strict to the point of cruelty.


  And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him.


  And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days.


  Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other


  Matthew 12:10-13


  	No particular rule, doctrine or principle is truth; Jesus himself is the truth. He said, “I am the way the truth and the life.”


  Jesus saith unto him, I am…the truth...


  John 14:6


  	Following Jesus closely is our best chance of abiding in truth. Today, it is easy to see that the Pharisees were incredibly estranged from truth. They were far from the truth because they were far from God Himself.


  	What about us? How far are we from God? Perhaps we also have some old principles that we cherish. We think that by following these rules we will be following God. Can you see how many movements and churches become distant from the Lord? Many churches have rejected the current commands of God in order to keep their traditions.


  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.


  Mark 7:9


  	This is the number one cause of backsliding among religious people. May God help us all!


  6.A Pharisee pastor is an accuser.


  And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, they say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?


  This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not


  John 8:3-6


  7.Pharisee pastors assume the worst about everybody.


  But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.


  Matthew 12:24


  8.Pharisee pastors are easily offended about many things.


  Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying? But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch


  Matthew 15:12-14


  9.Pharisee pastors know a lot but do little.


  Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses ‘seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not


  Matthew 23:2-3


  10.Pharisee pastors do not practice what they preach.


  All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not


  Matthew 23:3


  11.Pharisee pastors seek honour from men.


  But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi


  Matthew 23:5-7


  12.Pharisee pastors turn people away from good ministries.


  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.


  Matthew 23:13


  13.Pharisee pastors take advantage of the poor.


  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows ‘houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.


  Matthew 23:14


  14.Pharisee pastors love to give a good outward impression.


  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also


  Matthew 23:25-26


  15.Pharisee pastors are not merciful, just and faithful.


  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith:these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.


  Matthew 23:23


  	The Pharisees were sticklers for the rules and principles they had found. Because they did not know God, they thought God was a principle or a rule. Jesus showed repeatedly that knowing God was more than knowing rules and principles. God is the author of these rules and laws.


  	Prayer is good but unbelievably there is a time when it is not a good thing to pray. It may be time to preach or time to rest and you may be in prayer. The well-accepted biblical rule that we should pray without ceasing has variations and exceptions sometimes based on timing.


  	In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus urged His disciples to pray. But at a point, He urged them to sleep. In other words, don’t bother to pray any more, just sleep!


  And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest...


  Matthew 26: 40, 41, 45


  	God is not a book. The Bible is not a god. The Bible is not God. The Bible contains the principles, the rules and the Scriptures. It takes a personal and intimate relationship with God to stay close to God.


  16.Pharisee pastors swallow camels and strain at mosquitoes.


  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.


  Matthew 23:24


  17. Pharisee pastors love money instead of loving people.


  Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him.


  Luke 16:14 (NASB)


  18.Pharisee pastors think they are better than other people.


  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.


  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican


  Luke 18:9-11


  19.Pharisee pastors boast about their accomplishments.


  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess


  Luke 18:11-12


  20.Pharisee pastors are jealous of other successful ministries.


  Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles.


  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him:and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.


  And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; and not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.


  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.


  John 11:47-53


  21.Pharisee pastors love to follow traditions rather than the word of God.


  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.


  Mark 7:9


  	Jesus was criticized about His disciples not fasting. Fasting is a well-accepted biblical practice. Jesus Himself fasted and never spoke against fasting. Then why were His disciples not fasting? Why did it seem that He was going against a well-accepted scriptural norm? How could He violate something that was unquestionably a good spiritual activity?


  	This was because, He knew a biblical exception to the rule which the Pharisees and Sadducees did not know. He said to them “Can you make the children of the bride chamber fast when the bridegroom is with them?” By this saying, Jesus introduced a biblical exception to the rule based on divine timing. He explained that there was a time when it was not appropriate to fast even though fasting is a good thing.


  And he said unto them, Can ye make the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them?


  Luke 5:34


  	When you walk with God, you will need to know not only the biblical principles but the spirit of the message. Otherwise you will become a New Testament Pharisee. Error sets in when we know the Scripture without the power or the power without the Scriptures. Both are needed to keep us on the path of righteousness.


  Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.


  Matthew 22:29


  	In my walk with God, I have found that many things that were right became wrong when the Lord was not leading me there.


  22.Pharisee pastors justify themselves and never understand what you say.


  And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts:for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.


  Luke 16:15


  23.Pharisee pastors will not change their position in spite of the evidence you show them.


  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.


  John 9:34


  24.Pharisee pastors do not interact with sinners.


  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?


  Matthew 9:11


  	Jesus was accused of spending a lot of time fellowshipping with sinners (Luke 5:29-35). The Pharisees were not comfortable with a religious leader who was so at ease in the midst of well-known criminals. They confronted Him with this well-accepted divine principle “Bad company ruins good morals”.


  	Jesus knew this principle but He knew a little more. He knew the biblical exception and He told them, “They that are whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”


  And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.


  Luke 5:31-32


  25.Pharisee pastors may look righteous but are not really righteous.


  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.


  Matthew 5:20


  


  Chapter 10



  Laying Up Treasures on Earth



  Verily, verily, I say unto you, HE THAT BELIEVETH ON ME, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.


  John 14:12


  Perhaps, the most obvious mistake of pastors today is to emphasize the need to lay up treasures on earth. The church today is mainly teaching on how to lay up treasures on earth. Keys to abundance, steps to becoming a millionaire, how to prosper, how to have a mortgage, how to invest and how to be in the marketplace!


  But to be able to do the works of Jesus and possibly, greater works, we cannot and must not emphasize the opposite of what Jesus said. I want to be able to do the works that Jesus did. Jesus’ works were preaching, teaching and healing and leading many people to God. We do not experience the works of Jesus in our lives because our aims as Christians are completely different. Jesus promised us treasures in heaven. Let’s aim for that! Sadly, it is clear that we are not really interested in the heavenly mansions Jesus promised us.


  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.


  John 14:2


  If we believed that the Lord was preparing a place for us, our lives would be quite different. However, by the teachings of pastors today, it is obvious that we have little regard for heavenly mansions. If He is preparing a place for us, that is all well and good. But we need some mansions here and now! We do not care two hoots about any mansions in the sky. We need a mansion in town and we want it now. This very attitude keeps us from being eternally minded. Because Christians do not think about eternity in the right way, we are unable to work for God.


  LAY NOT UP for yourselves TREASURES UPON EARTH…But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven…


  Matthew 6:19-20


  There could be no clearer instruction than this. He said, “Prepare for heaven. Lay up your treasure over there. Do not bother to pile up things on earth”.


  Yet most of the church, led by its pastors, is busy laying up treasures on earth. Even when we are poor, we have a goal to lay up as much treasure on this earth. Our vision is to do the exact opposite of what Jesus asked us to do. As long as we do not picture treasures in heaven, we will be unmotivated to work for God.


  The ordinary Christian is highly motivated to work for Barclays Bank or any other bank. They see it as a way to lay up treasures on earth. How difficult it is for us to leave prestigious secular jobs and work in the church. It is seen as the highest kind of folly. To work in the church is perceived as madness. Working for God makes you lay up treasures in Heaven.


  A professor of the Medical School once asked his staff, “Where do you go to church?”


  When the professor found out that he came to my church, he laughed for several minutes.


  Then he asked, “This Dag Heward-Mills, is he normal?”


  “Why do you ask whether he is normal?” asked the gentleman.


  The professor answered, “Does a normal person behave that way? Does a normal medical student start a church in a classroom?” Then he continued laughing.


  One lady was told that she needed to see a psychiatrist because she wanted to work in the ministry instead of elsewhere. These anti-work-for-God attitudes are also attitudes of born-again Christians. It was a born-again Christian who thought his sister ought to see a psychiatrist for wanting to work in the church.


  Such disbelief is not found only amongst unbelieving professors but also amongst born-again charismatic believers. This attitude which despises eternal work is found in my own church. It is found amongst lay pastors. It is even found amongst full-time pastors who pray that their children will never work for a church.


  Laying up treasures in Heaven is a truth we choose to ignore. Laying up treasures on earth (the exact opposite of what Jesus taught) is seen as the more sensible thing to do.


  It is these amazing attitudes that show what we really believe. It is no wonder that we cannot do much of the work of God.


  Other religions often show a much higher faith in the life after this life. Their suicide-bombers are the greatest evidence of this. All over the world, these suicide-bombers die fearlessly for their faith. Meanwhile, Christians cower in fear, disbelief and weakness, unable even to change jobs for the gospel’s sake.


  Where are the missionaries of old who gave their lives in foreign nations that the gospel may advance? Where are the martyrs of the early church who died for their faith? These heavenly-minded people laid down their lives for the kingdom of God to advance. These men, conscious of eternity have brought real advancement to the church of God. They really demonstrated that they believed and that is how come they did the works of God.


  Instead of having eternity-minded people to lead the church, we are being led by earthly-minded pastors whose message about money is strong and clear. You can virtually hear them say, “Jesus spoke more about money than He did about anything else.” There is nothing more absurd than to say that Jesus spoke more about money than anything else! Indeed, Jesus said many negative things about money. He said we should not lay up treasures! He said people who have a lot of money would find it easier to pass through the eye of a needle than to go to heaven! He said the enemy of God was mammon. Paul said those who love money fall into many painful hurts.


  Let us return to our first love. God is our first love. He is the one who loved us and saved us. Let us not make a mistake of falling in love with this world. Let us not become ministers of wealth but rather ministers of the gospel. God did not send His Son into the world to make us wealthy. He sent His Son into the world so that we would not perish but have everlasting life!

OEBPS/Images/cover.png
The
Top Ten
Mistakes
Pastors

Make

Dag Heward-Mills





